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We see in the Bible the early church was predominantly monastic. It was a community of believers living and worshipping together with a common purpose and objective. Members of the early church were always being
taught and discipled by its leaders. The whole purpose of the church was to learn and be taught by and about Christ. In my last few posts I’ve been exploring the nature of community and sharing. Today I want to shift

focus to teaching in community. Community life is not a way of life from which people can opt out. It’s a life that is to be lived by all in the church. It is not some add-on. Instead, it is an essential part of church life.
Though we don’t often discuss it, we often lead lives without community. We have our prayer time, our Bible studies, our games night, our fellowship group, our Bible study and we worship together on a regular basis. But
don’t we also need community? Leadership in our church are very keen to emphasise the importance of community. But often community life remains a little hidden. We don’t have regular prayer meetings. We don’t go
to the same restaurants, coffee shops and book shops for meals, we don’t share our meals with a weekly group and we don’t gather to share life together. Sure we have a series of Bible Studies but perhaps those can be

better structured for personal focus to help people connect with God. We need some space and time where community can thrive. The writer of Proverbs once said: ‘Do not forsake your friend or your father’s son.
Remember that you were a disciple of Abraham.’ (Prov. 27:6-7 NIV) The Bible teaches
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